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Introduction



A European approach to Micro-credentials



Mandatory and optional meta-data



Quality Assurance



Transparency



Relevance, assessment and Learning Pathways



Recognition and portability



Learner centered, authentic, for everyone!



• The European Micro-credential aims to standardize certificates for smaller bits 
of learning, in order to be recognizable and portable 

• Micro-credentials are smaller than degree programmes (~1-60 Ects)

• Micro-credentials make use of existing (Bologna) instruments such as ECTS, 
EQF, Learning Outcomes

• Micro-credentials should be ‘stackable’ to a full degree

• Micro-credentials offer notable added value in the Lifelong Learning domain

• Today, almost everybody knows what a Bachelor or Masters degree is. 
Hopefully, the same applies to the Micro-credential in a few years.

To summarize



When What

2016 Stakeholder study and Whitepaper

2017 Proof of concept

2019 Edubadges Pilot w. 16 members

2020 Launch of the Edubadges service for all members

2021 Start of the Microcredentials pilot in HE

2023 Start of the Microcredentials pilot in VET

? Upgrade to Open Badges v3

Edubadges

• A service for issuing, managing and sharing
Edubadges and Micro-credentials

• Today, we’re already hosting more than 6.000 
issued Edubadges and Micro-credentials

• All our members are able to use the Edubadges 
Service

• From May 2023: Both VET and HEI are designing 
micro-credentials and collaborate on a national 
framework for quality assurance

Short history of Edubadges and Microcredentials in NL



SURF Edubadges is fully Open Source!

• Currently based on the IMS 1Edtech Open Badge Standard v2

• Addition of eleven metadata-fields to comply with Bologna tools such as ECTS 
and EQF

• Development of a persistent identity provided by EduID, creating a GDPR 
compliant flow for awarding, publishing and sharing Edubadges

• Adhering to international standards to ensure interoperability

• We love international collaboration!

Interoperability



Pilot Governance

SURFUniversiteiten van 
Nederland

Vereniging Hogescholen MBO-Raad

Ministry of Education DUO



4 Learning Communities

Information managers

Project managers

QA / Board of Examiners

Communications officers



Micro-credentials QA
Quality Assurance in our Micro-credentials pilot

• What about micro-credential accreditation?

• European Standard Guidelines in Micro-format?

• Collaborative bottom-up development of Dutch QA 
framework in our national pilot

Bologna compatibility

• Learning Outcomes > Framework?

• EQF > NLQF?

• ECTS > Study hours?



Evaluation scheduled for summer 2023

Recognition and 
value

Enrich lifelong 
learning offerings

Formal procedures 
in place?

Organise QA 
measures

Explore legal issues



May 2023

• Addition of Dutch public VET to our national pilot

• Start of DC4EU Large Scale Pilot with electronic 
wallets and micro-credentials

July 2023

• First evaluation of pilot results in HE

Hopefully later this year

• First experiments with Open Badges v3 and 
Verifiable Credentials

In the very near future



How to work with smaller courses rather than full degree programmes

• Effective QA measures for smaller courses

• Recognition of Prior Learning

• Accreditation and authorisation: who are qualified issuers of Micro-credentials?

MicroBol continued?

• Support for national authorities on working with Bologna instruments on a micro scale

• How to: EQF, ECTS, Learning Outcomes. Guide member states, universities and VET trying to make the next step

European Policies still need work, mostly on a local level



A European Wallet with Verifiable Credentials

• Will allow all European citizens to manage and 
share all their credentials in a privacy-friendly way

National Registries of Micro-credentials

• Will host all issued Micro-credentials, managed by 
the individual learners

• Not unlike the Dutch national degree registry or the 
national registry of issued drivers licences

In 2030…



Thank you!  


